The title compound was obtained as the major product by fragmentation of 6-deoxy-6-iodo-1,2:3,4-di-O-isopropylidene-a-Lgalactose with zinc, ammonium chloride and vitamin B 12 in methanol [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] . Isolation by column chromatography (ethyl acetate/petroleum ether) followed by crystallization of the anomeric mixture from ethyl acetate gave the title 5-hexenose compound in the form of colourless crystals 
Discussion
The alkenyl bond of the side-chain C7=C8 is verified by the distance of 1.316(6) Å.Both dioxolane rings show an envelope conformation with C3 and C4 out-of-plane. This results in a cis configuration of the hydrogen. An intermolecular hydrogen bond is present between the hydroxy group O3−H3A as donor and the oxygen O1 of adioxalane moiety as acceptor. This interaction is nearly linear indicated by an angle ∠O3−H3A···O1 of 175 (4) 
